ATOM BOMB - TWO FISTED TALES

Comic de Harvey Kurtzman (scénario) et Wallace Wood (dessin)
paru dans "Two Fisted Tales" # 33, mai-juin 1953

7~ HEY, L
SIGNAL CORPS!
FORGET THAT




ON AUGUST 9, 1945 ... A SUNNY DAY...CITIZENS OF NAGASAKI, JAPAN, HEARD A RADIO WARNING ... ENEMY
PLANES OVER SHIMBARA HEADING WEST!.. AT 1:03 A.M,, CITIZENS OF NAGASAKI HEARD THE VRRROOW
OF A B-29 BANKING OVERHEAD...AND IT WAS THE LAST THING THEY HEARD BEFORE BEING BLOWN TO ETERNITY BY THE..

OHIO GOZAIMASU, OHIO, TAGAWA-SAN / FAR AWAY?.. SIBERIA' WHERE THE

YUBINYA-SAN! I HOPE I HAVE A POST CARP RUSSIANS ARE HOLDING TOSHIO

YOU HAVE A LETTER FOR YOU FROM PRISONER ! ARIGATA! DESU./ IT /
FOR ME TODAY/ FAR AWAY/ s 78 IS A POST CARD FROM TOSH/!O,

=




WHY DO THE RUSSIANS KEEP HIM ... I REMEMBER/ WE WERE ALL [{ EH ... ALL TRYING TO LOOK CHEER-

SO LONGZ..TOSHIO... MY SON! _{ || GATHERED ABOUT THE TABLE.., (| EH FUL/BUT SOON IT WAS TIME...

I REMEMBER SO CLEARLY TOMI... THE CHILDREN,15AmU, || Hi S ———

WHEN HE LEFT FOR THE ARMY/ MATSU AND LITTLE BABY KUNI... | ‘ ‘R A ﬁ* JHH
: . OSOKU NARU!

I MUST GO/

OH..MY SON! ) DO YOU HAVE NOW, YOU CHILDREN, SAYONARA , TOSHIO/! SAYONARA, TOSHIO ! BE
IS IT SO EVERYTHINGZ... | TAKE GOOD CARE YOU MAKE US PROUD, Jjd CAREFUL! DON'T GET
SOONZ ] THE ARMY CAREER / OF YOUR MOTHER DEVOTING YOURSELF YOUR FEET WET
BOOK...Z  AND GRANDMOTHER / TO OUR CAUSE AND AND DON'T GET
TO OUR EMPEROR! s IN TROUBLE /

GOOD-BYE, TOSHIO! ...OH MOTHER! T KNOW I SHOULD ACT HAPPY
G-GOOD-BYE ! A BUT I CANNOT! I CANNOT/!...TOSHIO WILL
BE KILLED/ I HAVE A FEELING!...IL WILL
NEVER SEE TOSHIO AGAIN!




MAH MAH... THAT WAS HOW WE «.TIMO! LITTLE DOES HE KNOW BUT SHE INSISTED ON
ALL FELT INSIPE! WE WERE WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO HIS GOING BACK TO THE HOUSE .
STAYING SAFE IN JAFPAN WHILE POOR WIFE! WHEN THE B-29
TOSHIO WAS GOING TO WAK B
TO BE KILLED/... NOW LET ME ;
SEE WHAT HE SAYS!..."HOwW

ARE YOU, TIMO...”

AFTER ALL, NEXT TO

THE FAMILY, THE SEWING

MACHINE IS MY MOST ovAa oya!

PRECIOUS POSSESSION.! THERE IS THE
NOISE THEY MAKE
WHEN THEY
DROP BOMBS.




MA OSOROSH! POOR TIMO! THE
HEAT BLAST MUST HAVE SCORCHED
HER TO DEATH INSTANTLY LIKE THE
REST! IF SHE HAD ONLY GONE
WITH ME/... WHAT ELSE DOES
TOSHIO SAYZ... "HOW IS IsAMUZ
HE MUST BE A BIG BOY BY NOW.'

1samu! 1Isamu ! WHAT HAS
HAPPENED TO HIMZ A NEIGHBOR.
SAW HIM RUNNING BACK TO |j

«PERHAPS HE WAS LOOKING
FOR HIS MOTHER! WHO KNOWS!

» MOTHERZ
...MOTHERZT

_-'

ocooH! "Tnasakenal!
IT IS THE END
OF THE WORLD!

A BOMB

MUST HAVE
PROPPED ON
TOP OF ME!

BUT I AM HELP ME, "..THE DOESN'T
ALIVE!.IF T our HOUSE ! /ANYONE HEAR
COULD ONLY THERE! Y..T IS ME oUuT

GET LOOSE/ ON FIRE!/ THERE Z /
e UGH! I'M I 5 S

CAUGHT ./




44

B\ _AND I WAS LIFTED UP AND
THROWN AGAINST THE OPPOSITE WALL. 1

' DEAD/ MATSU 1S DEAD LIKE
THE OTHERS! SHE WAS WITH
ME AND THE BABY IN THE
SHELTER WHEN THE BOMB FELL... Y

'] -

AH TOSHIO! POOR 1SAMU ... X
VANISHEDR ! NOBODY FOUNDP A i
TRACE OF HIM AFTER THE ATOM £
BOMB!... WHAT MORE DO YOU ¢
WANT TO KNOW, TOSHIOZ “AND

WHAT OF MATSU... POES SHE
MISS ME...Z*

MATSU! MATSU! THANK HEAVEN WK
YOU ARE ALL RIGHT! GO BACK |
IN THE SHELTER! THERE MAY
B8E ANOTHER BLAST!

o | L [
wdHl. IH!

i
dnrgs

DOCTOR ! WHAT IS MANY HAVE BEEN| | OH DOCTOR... MATSU'S HANDS ...NOT Now/
THE MATTER WITH POISONED BY ARE S0 COLD! IT IS A WEEK NOTHING CAN
MATSUZ FOR DAYS THE BOMB!... SINCE THE BOMB WENT HELP HER NOW/
NOW SHE COUGHS THE HELP IS OFF! SHE WASN'T TOUCHEDR ) ...SHE WILL
AND SPITS BLOOD. | NEEDED ELSE - 8Y IT... WASN'T TOUCHED! / SUFFER NO

DO SOMETHING WHERE / CAN YOU NOT HELP HER? MORE /




YUME NI MO OMOYENAI! THE BOMB
DI MANY STRANGE THINGS... AND
MANY DIED DAYS AFTER THE
BOMB BURST... LIKE MATSU./ 1
WONDER IF TOSHIO HAS ANY
IDEA OF WHAT HAPPENED...

R/ ARA ARA, THAT MUST
| > BE A GOOD LETTER/
! YOU KEEP READPING

AND RE-READING IT.

--JUST A
LETTER FROM
HOME ! _qfl

% PERHAPS I SHOULD NOT HAVE &
& SENT A LETTER TO TOSHIO, %
BUT I DID! 1 WONPER IF
HE HAS RECEIVED IT/

IF HE DI RECEIVE
HE KNOWS ALL...

IT, THEN

HEY, TOSHIO !
WHAT IS THAT.

STOP REAPING AND LOOK

WHERE YOU ARE GOING...

ELSE YOU FALL ON
YOUR FACE ...

HEY You! JUsST W HE
WHAT IS GOING TOSHIO ; KEELED | LOOKED
ON THEREZ |, TAGAWA. OVER! { SICK!/

\ pore DORE! IT IS
ALMOST AS IF HE

JUST GAVE UP THE
WILL TO LIVE!

THIS SIBERIAN
SLAVE CAMF
WILL MAKE US
ALL SICK IN
TIME !




I WONDER |F TOSHIO RECEIVED /
MY LETTER/ I WONDER WHERE

HE IS RIGHT NOW... WONPER
IF HE IS ALIVE/

HE WOULD BE GLAD TO
SEE HOW THINGS ARE
GROWING ALL OVER
NAGASAK] !/

IT WOULD PO HIS HEART GOOP

TOC SEE HOW NEW BUILDINGS

ARE SPRINGING UP ALL OVER
NAGASAKI /

AND IT WOULD MAKE HIM GLAD TO SEE HIS YOUNG-
EST, KUNI, STILL ALIVE! URESHI DESHO! IN NAGASAKI,
THERE 1S JUST THE BROKEN OLE MIXED WITH THE
NEW... THERE 1S JUST ME, THE GRANDMOTHER

AND KUNI, THE GRANDSON /!

AND ARE NOT THE WORKINGS OF FATE STRANGE !
WHEN TOSHIO LEFT FOR THE ARMY... WE WERE
ALL AFRAIP THAT HE WOLULDP BE KILLED BY THE
WAR. MACHINES WHILE WE WERE SAFE AT HOME /
BUT WE HAVE BEEN KILLED BY THE WAR
MACHINES AND HE HAS REMAINED...

HEZ IF HE DIES
IN SIBERIA , HOW DIFFERENT
WOULD IT BE FROM
DYING IN NAGASAKIZ

ON AUGUST 9, 1945, THE A-BOMB KILLED 29,793 PEOPLE AND DESTROYED 18,409 HOMES.! BUT HOPE wAS
NOT DESTROYED IN NAGASAKI! AND LIFE NURTURED BY HOPE, BLOOMS AGAIN! PLANTS, BUILDINGS, CHILDREN
GROW IN NAGASAKI, FOR THERE IS HOPE IN NAGASAKI/ THERE |S HOPE IN THE WHOLE WORLD/




